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All-Russian  Union  of  Art  Workers. 


Aftf'i*  file  February  Kevolutioii  more  than  15  art 
unions  were  created  in  Russia.  These  unions  wer<‘ 
independent  and  in  no  way  connected  with  each 
other:  1 ) Tlu‘  National  rnion  of.  Musical  Art  Work- 
ers. 2)  The  National  Union  of  Actors.  5)  The  Na- 
tional Union  of  Scenic  and  Arena  Artists.  4)  Union 
of  Circus  Actors.  5)  Union  of  Kino  Workers.  (5)  Union 
of  Actoi's  of  the  Rj-ivate  Ballet.  7)  Union  of  Staj^e 
Workei's  (theati’ical  hair-dressei‘s,  scene  shifters, 
'dressinak(‘rs  etc.).  8)  Union  of  Stage  Employees 
(cloak-room  attendants,  wardrobe-keepers  etc.).  U) 
Union  of  Photogi-aphic  Woi'kers.  10)  Union  of  Painters. 
11)  Union  of  Artists  of  the  New  Art.  12)  Union  of 
Sculptors.  i:i)  Union  of  Artists  of  Applied  Arts 
and  Art  Industries.  14)  Union  of  Engravers.  15) 
Union  of  Archit('cts.  16)  thnon  of  Composers  etc. 

All  these  above*  mentioned  narrttw-corporative 
and  craft  Unions  were  never  of  great  importance. 
Actors  in  a theatre  entered  one  Union,  oi’chestra 
players  joined  anotlu'i*,  stage*  workmen  a third  etc. 
All  these  Unions  issued  ditferemt  instructions  — nee 
woneU'j*  that  since  the*  revolution  the  art  workers 
decided  tee  create 'eene  lai*ge  Union  which  was  Anally 
feermeel  in  the  beginning  of  1919.  At  the  present 
moment  the  All-Russian  Union  ed' Art  Workers  unites 
workers  in  all  branches  of  art  and  enters  with  equal 
rights  into  the  family  of  proletarian  unions,  headed 
by  the  All-Russian  Central  Council  of  Trade  Unions. 
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All  (hf!S(“,  al)ovo  iiK'jiiiuiiril  (liiions  Joined  hands  and 
loniK'd  one  hijj;  Union  of  Art  Workers  inclndinj^;  all 
actors  of  tli<3  drama,  opera,  hallet,  cinematograph, 
circus  and  mnsic-hall:  mana^(Ts,  })alletmasters,  mu- 
sic conductors,  compos(‘rs,  'di'amatists  and  authors 
of  cinemato^Taphic  sc('iiarios,  musicians  (including: 
those  in  the  Red  Army  and  the  fleet),  chorus  singers 
(including  church  and  synagogue,  choristers,  chapfd 
masters,  organ  playei*s  etc.),  cinematographic  operat- 
ors, acrobats,  clowns,  circus  riders,  and  riding  mas- 
ters, trainers,  athletes,  wrestlers,  gymnasts,  f'ouplet 
singers  and  othei*  music-hall  actors,  theatri*  artists 
(scene  painters,  property  men  etc.)  as  well  as  image 
palnt(>rs,  photographers,  w'ork(‘rs  in  the  kino-at(diers, 
iheati'ical  hair-di'cssers,  and  costumiers,  dressmak- 
ers,  shoe-makei*s,  carpenters,  electi-ical  engiiKMU's, 
house  painters,  theatn*  employee's  (managers,  cash- 
iers, controlh'rs  <‘tc.),  door-keepers,  sf'rvants,  wat(-h- 
men,  circus  saddlers,  and  stal)le  boys.  The  gn'at 
Uhaliapine  as  well  as  a simple  ticked  porter  e'liter 
with  erpial  rights  into  the'  Union.  We  must  aelel 
(hat  the  union  incliieles  alsej  tuneu's  of  musical  in- 
strume'nts,  musical  instrument  makers,  teachers  in 
all  hi'anches  of  art  as  employe'es  in  pictui'e'  galh'rie'S 
anel  museums  and  all  ompleeye'es  in  the  folhwing 
eh'partme'nts  of  the  Pe'ejph's  Ceunmissariat  for  Kdu- 
e-ation:  1)  The  The'atre  I fe'partment,  2)  Music  De- 
partment, 3)  Phede (graphic  and  Cinematejgraphic 
D(‘partme>nt,  1)  I lepartment  of  Fine  Arts,  5)  Tiepart- 
memt  fV)r  the.  safe-kee'ping  of  museums  and  meain- 
nu'nts  of  antiquity, 

' Each  theatre,  circus,  cine'inatograph  and  work- 
sheep  has  a leecal  committee'  whie'h  is  the  primary 
organ  of  the  Union.  The  functions  of  the  latter  are 
the  same  as  the  functieuis  of  local  factory  commit- 
tee^ in  other  Unions.  At  the  present  time  the  Union 
numbers  nearly  150.000  nn'inbers  and  has  branch 
edfices  in  more'  than  150  teewns. 
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Since  the  annexation  of  Siberia,  the  Ukraine',  Crime'a 
and  Turkestan  the  number  of  me'iubers  anel  brane*h 
offices  increases  every  day. 

Thee  All-Russian  (ieuigi'ess  ejf  Aid  Worke*i‘s  which 
was  held  in  Moscow  in  May  inly  eh*ct(‘el  a e'e'ntral 
committee  compose'd  of  5 nuisicians,  i compeism-,  5 
actors,  3 kino-players,  2 music-hall  acteirs,  i juggh'r, 
3 stage  workmen  (i  dressmaker,  1 carpe'iite'r  and 
1 mechanic),  1 painte'i*  and  1 sculpte*)*. 

The  Union  unite's  all  the  art  weu-kers  witheuit 
any  consideration  of  their  political  opiniems.  Tim 

Union  has  a communist  fractieui  which  exe'rcise's 
great  influence. 

The  principal  question  dealt  with  by  the  Union 
is  the  salary  question.  Detailed  rates  are  settled  for 

every  category  and  are  stiictly  based  on  graeles  of 
skill. 

Under  the  reign  of  the  Tzar  the  artists  wmre  in 
a miserable  position,  now  they  are  in  better  condi- 
tions than  other  workers.  Befoi'e  the  revoluthm  the- 
atres played  evi'iy  day;  theatre  W'orki'rs  did  not 
know'  what  rest  was.  Now',  according  to  a decree 
of  the  Sovi(d  (lovernment,  all  tlu'aire  w'orkers  have 
their  holiday  on  Monday  instead  of  Sunday  because 
It  w'ouhl  be  unreasonable  to  deprive " working 
lieopie  of  tli(‘atres  on  Sunday.  Before  the  revolution 
managers  aiul  im])resarios  took  fi'om  theatre,  w'ork- 
eis  everything  they  couht.  Now',  all  tlu'atrcs  aiv 
nationalised  iuid  are  administered  by  a collegiate 
board  w'hicli  includes  representativi's’ of  the  Union 
of  Art  \\  orkers.  The  Lnion  has  also  its  represen- 
hitives  in  the  collegiate  boards  of  the  Art  Sector  of 
hdiication  and  in  the  corresponding  departments 
of  local  Soviets. 

We  are  ready  to  take  the  initiative  for  the 

organisation  of  an  International  Union  of  Art  Work- 
ers. 

Art  is  international. 
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Arlisls  have  always  haaii  iiilcrnatioiialisls.  . 

Thora  is  noad  in  oi'^’anisin^  a world  La- 

hniir  HxalianjLca  of  Art  Workai*s.  W(‘  appaal  to  onr 
I'im'opaaii  aonii'adas.  Thay  must  lialp  us  to  oj-ganiso 
an  Intarnational  Idiion  of  Art  Workars. 

lad  tha  Intaiaiational  languaga  Esparaiito  1h'  th(i 
ol'tiaial  lauguaga  ot  this  riiion. 

Th(‘  Russian  pi'oph'  hava  awakanad  from  tluhr 
slumhar.  Thay  long  for  thaatrc's,  music  and  works 
of  Aii.  i)Ut  the  naads  of  s(‘varal  millions  cannot  ha 
satisliad  by  onr  artists  aloiu'.  in  towns  as  wall  as 
in  tha  country  a(doi*s  hav(‘  to  play  savm'al  times 
through  tha  ('V(‘ning.  Wa  appaal  to  our  Eui‘op('an 
comradas  to  coma  ami  help  us  in  our  woj'k.  Thara 
is  a lack  of  mati'rial  nacassary  to  tha  d('V(dopmant 
of  Arts. 

luii-opa  must  giv(‘  us  cinamatographic  films, 
"hiastimm  Kodak"  ap[»ai'atus,  (‘hamicals,  musical  in- 
struinants,  strings,  mouth  pieces,  colours  ate. 

Coma  to  Russia,  comrades,  and  you  will  sea  that 
till'  Russian  Soviet  Ixapublic  is  naithar  a desert  noi‘ 
a harharous  country.  A"ou  will  convince  yours(>lvas 
that  Art  occupies  a place  of  honour  in  our  lives. 

W(‘  ai‘(‘  waiting  foi‘  you,  workers  in  all  bi'anches 
of  Art. 

Sand  your  (h'lagation  to  Moscow  and  give  us  tin; 
possibility  to  send  our  comrades  to  confer  with  you. 

Long  live  tha  Intaj-national  Lnion  <d'  Art 
Workai-s ! 

The  Central  Committee 
of  the  All-Russian  Union  of  Art  Workers. 


All-Russian  Union  of  Educational  Workers. 

'riia  All-Russian  rnion  of  Woi’kai-s  in  Education 
and  S(»cialist  rultura  was  only  recently  established. 
The  fii'st  All-Russian  (’ontaiauica  of  Educational 
Work(‘fs  which  took  |)laca  in  duly  ID  It)  laid  tha 
foundations  of  this  union.  On  this  contVranca  210 
dalagatas  W(‘i‘(‘  I'agistfU'ad  (120  of  whom  wi'ra  Com- 
munists) i-a|)rcs(‘nling  about  70,ooo  oi’ganisral  mam- 
bars.  Tha  ardivity  of  tin*  educational  woi'kars  in 
organising  a trade  union  began,  however,  as  aaidy 
as  Itio,").  In  oi-d(‘i'  to  astiinatr'  th(‘  present  position 
of  th('  ('ducational  workai's  it  is  nacassary  to  ac- 
([uaint  oneself  with  tha  character,  tluMnambarship 
and  th(‘  wiii-k  of  tin*  pirvious  trade  union  organi- 
sations. Tha  most  inijroidant  of  all  previous  teaxdu'i's’ 
unions  was  tha  All-Russian  Cnion  of  Teachers,  foi'in- 
('d  by  th(‘  libei'al  (di'cles,  aft(‘r  two  All-Russian 
confer(‘nces  in  Api'il  and  dum^  lt)Od  which  repr<‘- 
smited  about  70,0(io  mmnbr'rs.  This  Union  was  at 
first  a coi-]»orativc  ci-aft  oj-ganisation,  admitting 
exclusively  school-teachers  and  no  (dlim*  worker's 
in  adiicatiuii.  M the  sanui  time  it  I'epi'esentad  a 
. pi'ofessioUiU-political  oi'ganisation  which  I'aflerdc'd 
the  liberal  or  at  best  the.  I'adical  attitmh'  of  the 
dmnocratic  intelhmtuals. 

Almost  from  tin*  Ix'ginning  of  the  Union’s  exis- 
tirnce,  teachers  with  socialist  views  who  disagreed 
with  the  political  jn'ogramim'  of  the  Union,  founded 
tludr  own  organisation  in  Reti'ogi'ad  and  Moscow, 
in  sonu!  ot  tin*,  towns  of  tin*  Volga  district  au*l  in 
the  Baltic  ju-ovi rices. 
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Durinf^  the  reaetion  Uk;  activity  of  the  All-Rus- 
sian Teachers’  Tiiion  Avas  almost  suppressed,  especi- 
ally after  1909.  Only  aftei-  the  Fehriiary  Revolution 
was  it  hi'oiiyht  to  life  again,  and  the  period  from 
Ft'hrnaiy  until  S('pt(>mber  1917  may  he  considered 
as  that  of  its  highest  development.  At  that  time 
the  political  line  of  the  Union  had  already  taken 

definite  shape,  and  did  not  even  satisfy  the  "socialist 
minim ali st  progi'a m me . 

AVhf'n  th<‘  Octol»er  Revolution  broke  out,  the 
i-i'al  democratic  elements  among  the  educational 
Workers  united  with  the  proletarian  masses  and 
abandoned  the  narrow  organisation  and  the  leading 
orgaiis  of  the  Union  which  represented  a bloc  of 

lh('  liberal  middle-class  and  the  right  wing  socialist 
parties. 

Tin*  only  possible  tactics  to  adoj)!  towards  a. 
union  which  (h'liberaiely  fought  against  tin*  policy* 
ot  the  Sovi(‘t  gov(M-nment,  was  to  S(‘ para tu  the  wide 
mass(>s  of  ediK'ational  Avorkei-s  from  “lcaders“  who 
had  lost  all  trace  of  r(‘Volutionary  thought.  The 
body  which  canned  out  this  scheme  was  the  Union 
of  Teach(‘rs-lntei-nationalists  tium  (‘stablisluMl  in 
I’etrograd.  This  body  was  weak  in  the  capital  and 
much  strong(‘r  on  the  periphery ; it  included  within 
its  ranks  Communists,  former  hdt  social  i-evolntion- 
aries,  anarchists,  internationalists  and  also  numi- 
bers  who  did  not  belong  to  any  political  i)arty. 

1 Miring  the  first  year,  the  Union  gained  about  12,0('w) 
members  and  led  an  energetic  struggle  against  the 
, All-Russian  Teachers’  Union, 

The  All-Russian  Ti'achers’  Union  was  dissolv(>d 
by  a decree  of  the  All-Russian  Executive  Committee, 
on  the  3rd  of  December  1918.  At  this  time  the 
Union  decided  to  establish  a strong  trade  union  or- 
ganisation of  educational  workm's.  At  the  unitial 
conference  of  Communist  s('ctions  of  the  congress 
of  provincial  departments  of  the  Commissariat  of 
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Public.  Edncalion,  and  of  (ho.  si^ooiid  congross  of 
(he  Union  of  Teacher.s-ln(erna(ionalis(s  in  1919  (ho. 
following  Inndainonlid  princi|)les  w<‘re  a.dop(.t'd  for 
(he  pur|)oso,  ol  establishing  a wido  organisation;  1) 
^ ^0  All-Russian  Union  ofWorkn’s  in  Edncalion  a, ml 
Focialist Culture  ('inbrac.os  all  worktu's  in  education 
who  take,  [lart  in  the  work  of  soidalist.  const ruo,(, ion 
and  march  hand  in  hand  with  tho  prolHariat  in 
its  struggb'  for  (h<'  com|»h'(o  triumph  of  tho  iS(»oial- 
ist  Rovolu(i(»n  and  (tf  iutornational  Communism,  2) 
'riio  most  iiu[)or(an(.  (asks  of  (ho  Union,  within  (ho 
borders  ol  (hi'  S<tviot  lvoj)ubli<‘  are; 

1.  Joint  work  of  (ho  m-ganisod  prohbariat.  ami 
the  (irgans  of  ( ho  Ciovorninont  on  (piosdons  of  so- 
cialist sli'uoturo  in  tho  sphor<‘  of  nati(»nal  cuKiiro 
ami  odiH'ation  on  tlu'  principle  of  tln^  struggle 
against  (ho  ri'lics  of  tlu^  bourg<‘ois  syst.om. 

2.  Ibiising  th('  h‘Vol  of  political  consciousm*ss, 

• ‘ducalion  and  [iroduclivily  of  labour  of  edm-.alifuial 
wt»rk('rs. 

3.  ( roal.ion  ot  (ho  most  lavourablo  (ochnical  and 
economic  conditions  of  (h('ir  work. 

I.  Cooporalion  with  dm  Po(»jd('’s  Commissariat  <*f 
Education  and  its  local  dopai-tmonis  for  llu;  work- 
ing out  ami  carrying  out  ot  tlu^  firogramme  and 
schoim's  of  public  education 

A iirnvisional  (‘Xi'cutivo  committoo  was  clect.otl 
and  pr(‘pared  the  summoning  of  tlu*  first  All-lvus- 
sian  Conlt'reiice  of  Educational  Workers  whi(di  (fiok 
plac('  in  July  19lu.  This  Congn'ss  of  workers  in 
I'ducation  and  socialist  (mltiire  adr»pted  tlu'  statutes 
whh'h  apply  to  all  prohdarian  industrial  unions, 
and  its  activity  continiu'd  to  ch'volop  iji  comidote 
solidarity  Midi  all  othoi'  [iroletarian  organisations. 

The  Avork  of  the  conferenci'  Mas  based  on  the 
above  mentioned  princijilos.  During  the  fblloM’ing 
nine  months  (he  Union  <lid  c(»nsidorable  M'f»rk  At 
lh('  third  Congri'ss  of  Trade  Unions  , which  took 
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phif.o  in  April  1 020.  |■('pl■l'S('ll(ativ(‘s  of  ovor 
117  IhoiiSiuiU  (Mlncalional  workers  wet“e  rc'^’islororl, 
wliile  at  11k'  limn  of  ih(‘  lii*st  conferenc(‘  th('y  had 
only  70,000  nii'mlK'i's.  ^PIk'  contact  l)('tw<‘('n  tho 
C’enti'a!  rominilt(‘o  and  the  localities  and  that  h(^- 
1w(M>n  the  pi'ovincial  branches  and  tho  district  sec- 
tions was  exti'emely  weak  in  tin'  hi'j^-innin^  but  is 
hecomin,ti'  st!‘onp,('r  in  spit('  of  th('  had  conditions  of 
postal  and  railway  conimnnieations.  Tho  ei^'hth  and 
th(!  ninth  meetings  ol  the  Tentral  Committ(a'  took 
place  conjointly  with  representative's  of  a nninher 
of  provincial  hi-anches  of  the  union.  I'rovineial  con- 
ferenc('s  took  place  in  Moscow,  Ih'tro^'rad  and  other 
districts  of  the  rnion;  and  thf'ir  minutes  ar(>  sent 
to  lh('  ('('utral  t'ommitt('e.  The  tVntral  t'ommittee 
which  was  ('lected  at  tlu'  lirst  conferenc*'  holds  its 
nu'ctinj^s  onc('  a month,  when  it  examiiU's  ini[)ort- 
ant  (|uestions. 

Tlie  Central  Committee  worked  out  statut('s  in 
conformity  with  the  tundanmntal  trade  union  sta- 
tutes and,  instructions  concerniipu,’ tho  mohilisation  of 
educational  workei's  and  the  reiL»;i  strati  on  of  local 
units.  The  waL>e  standardisati(»n  d('[»artm<'ut  worked 
ont  for  all  oilucational  workers  a wa<>’('  scab'  con- 
lirnu'd  hy  tlu'  People’s  Commissariat  of  Labour.  At 
thc!  pi'esont  moment  tin*  df'partnu'ut  is  busy  with 
woi'kinji;  out  tlu'  (piesti(m  of  labour  standardisation, 
naturalisation  of  wa;4('s  (paynu'iit  in  kind)  <'tc.  Tlu^ 
conti'ol  and  distribution  of  educational  woi'koj's  is 
administered  by  the  Cnion.  At  the  IN'ople’s  Com- 
missariat of  Laboui'  and  at  all  provincial  (h'part- 
ments  of  labour,  soctions  for  n'i>1sterini;‘  and  distri- 
buting" educational  workers  are  ('stablished ; r<'- 
sponsibh'  repri'sentativi's  of  the  union  are  at  the 
lu'ad  ot  thes('  sections. 

The  ext('iit  of  tlu'  rnion’s  i)ai"ticipation  in  Soviet 
organs  can  be  s('en  from  tlu-  fact  that  the  Uni(»n 
has  three  rej^resentativu's  on  the  ( Jov<'i"nment  Coin- 
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mittee  of  Lducation,  and  s('iids  its  1 ('jiresentativys 
to  th('  local  (h'jiartinents  of  Public  Lducation  accord- 
ing to  the  decri'e  of  tlu'  Council  of  Peojde’s  Com- 
missaries of  the  JO.  October  19 in,  issued  on  the 
Cnion’s  initiative. 

At  the  present  time  the  department  of  I.aboui- 
Proti'ction  is  engag(>T  on  a scientific  invu'.stigation 
into  the  harmfulm'ss  of  the  i>rofession,  i.  e.  this 
department  will  have  to  specify  the  extent  and  cha- 
i-acter  (d‘  sickness  among  educational  workei-s  and 
will  hav'e  to  make  ai-i-angements  foi"  thosi' categoi"i('s 
of  educational  workci-s  which  i^-'iiuire  sjiccial  con- 
ditions of  labour,  s[)ecial  clothing,  s[)ccial  sup]»ly  of 
soap,  etc. 

The  I nion  is  actively  engaged  in  impi'oving 
public  education,  being  ('sjx'cially  anxious  to  develop 
prol('ssional  and  technical  instruclimi,  to  aladish 
illiteracy,  to  dev'eloji  the  stnicture  of  tlu*  socialist 
school,  to  improve  pi'c-scholai'  and  ]jost-gi"aduatc 
education,  etc.  Ih'ports  on  dilfer('itt  educational  ques- 
tions ai'('  rc'gularly  submitti'd  fot'  considt'ration 
to  the  local  de])artmcnts  of  Public  Education.  The. 

1 nion  has  taku'n  an  active  part  in  The  “Sovic't  Pi'o- 
pagamla  Day  ai"i‘angements,  in  tlu'  pro[)aganda 
centi-es  on  the  railways,  and  in  the  “Fronf'-wcek. 
In  accordanc(‘  with  the  decision  of  the  All-Pussian 
Central  Council  of  Trmh'  Enions,  tlu'  Union  carri(>d 
out  a military  mobilisation  of  I0”/o  of  its  membi'rs. 

The  Union  has  publislu'd  tlu'  following  pamphh'ts: 
1)  Addn'ss  to  all  ti'aclu'i's  of  Russia  and  to  all  tlu' 
workers  of  Public  Education — 20o,0(J0  copies;  2) 
Address  and  instruction  to  all  initiative  groups  of 
the  Union  of  Teachers-lnternationalists  ,V'  1,  5ouu 
copuxs;  .Vo  2,  10,000  copies,  5)  Posnei-’s,  ‘-The  Red 
Army  of  Education“  — a paniphh't  — 25,000  copies. 

In  the  near  future  is  expected  to  appear  the 
first  nunihor  of  the  jx'riodical  oi’gan  of  the  Union; 
“The  Red  Army  of  Education“.  The  Central  Com- 
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Central  Committee  of  Educational 
Workers’  Union. 
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mittoe  of  the  Union  has  already  elected  airorganls- 
in^  committee  for  the  summoning  of  the  •'l5('cond 
All-Kussian  Conj^n'ess  of  AVorkers  in  Pldiication  and 
Socialist  CnltuiM'  wliich  is  already  beginning  the 
piildication  of  a special  bnlh'tin  in  cooperation  Avith 
tile  Publication  Department  of  the  All-Kiissian  Cen- 
tral Council  of  Trade  Unions.  Tlie  Conference  is  to 
tak(‘  place  during  the  summer  of  1920,  and  promises 
a radical  change  among  the  Avide  mass(*s  of  educa- 
tional Avorkers  Avhich  AA'ill  lead  to  a favonrabie  so- 
lution of  the  question  of  improA'iMuent  of- Public 
Uducation,  and  Avill  raise'  ('ducation  to  a high 
ioA’cl  in  a comparative'ly  short  time.  This  task 
S('t  before  the  educational  Avoi-kers  renders  the  pai't 
played  by  them  a most  responsible'  and  important 
one,  as  they  ai'e  a force  which  cone-entrates  the 
necessary  knowledge'  and  aieility  her  the  purpose' 
e)f  laying  together  Avith  the  preih'tarian  masses  the 
fir.st  foundation  of  a ucaa*  soch'ty. 

The  Union  of  Weerkers  in  Education  and  Socialist 
Culture  is  confi'eenteel  ley  immense  tasks.  It  lias  to 
re'A'olutionise  the  conception  of  those  AAude  masses 
of  Avorkers  Avho  luiA'e  up  to  neiAA*  remained  inert  and  to 
increase  the  influx  of  iu'AV  eelucatiemal  A\mrke'.rs  from 
amidst  the  pi'oh'tarian  and  peasant  masses,  Avhich 
must  found  a school  Avith  a creatiAm  and  ('ificient 
programme  of  Avork  of  the  adAance  guard  of  thee 
pi'oletariat  for  the'  reoi'ganisation  of  society  upon  real 
Communist  base's  and  principles. 
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